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Update from the Principal

 I would like to welcome all our new families and our children 
back to school this year. Everyone has settled in well even if 
some things are a little different. The safety measures we have 
in place are working to date, and the children are excelling in 
their adherence to their new school day. 

I still operate an open door policy but due to the current 
restrictions it will be by appointment only. 

The school build is progressing slowly and the latest is that the 
Stage 2B plans will be with the DES by December holidays. I will 
keep you informed.

The P.A. organised a great marathon here in the school and 
looks like we raised a very substantial amount of money. Thanks 
to everyone who contributed.

The staff and I support all the work that the P.A. do for the 
betterment of our children s school life. It s a team effort and 
without you the parents, their school world would not be as 
enjoyable and fruitful. We look forward to working with all the 
 Team  in the coming year. 

Stay safe everyone! We live in strange times! ,

Jerry

Financial Update

Our Treasurer, Jenny Farrell, has prepared our accounts 
and these are forwarded to the Board of Management. Such 
financial reports are available on request 
to lismullenpa@gmail.com. 

The marathon has raised over €5,500 already and still 
sponsorship cards are coming in. This money will be used to 
purchase the buddy benches and picnic tables for the outdoor 
classroom.

Fingers crossed we can do some further fundraising later in the 
year!

Chairpersons Address

 On behalf of the Parents Association, I would like to welcome 
all our children and families back to Lismullen NS. 

As you know, the aim of the PA is to work in partnership with 
Mr.O Donoghue, our teachers, special needs assistants, school 
secretary and all our parents for the benefit of all the children. 
We normally hold several fundraising initiatives during the year 
and we also endeavour to introduce initiatives that support 
the ethos in our school (e.g CARTA Party, CyberSafety 
information Nights, Civic Responsibility Days). We also assist in 
all our open days. 

We would like to thank all our parents for your support in all our 
activities. If you wish to raise any issues regarding the AGM or 
anything else relevant to the PA, please contact your class rep 
or email lismullenpa@gmail.com ,

Orla Maguire, Chairperson of the Lismullen NS PA



    

Class of 2020

We would like to acknowledge the families and the wonderful young men and women of our Class of 
2020 this year.  Sadly, our Graduation was cancelled this year, but through the Parents Association 
we organized a Class of 2020 hoodie and a goodie bag for each of our graduating children. Thank 
you to all our graduation families for your support throughout your child  s education 
in Lismullen NS.

We are delighted that our Confirmation Ceremony finally took place in St Mary  s Church, Navan on 
September 19th.  The children celebrated together in a gorgeous ceremony with Bishop Deenihan. 

We would like to thank Mr O Donoghoe, Ms McGuinness, Ms McGovern and Fr Michael for ensuring 
the ceremony could go ahead while fulfilling COVID-19 social distancing guidelines.

Thank you also to our Organist on the day, Helen O Brien and to the PA volunteers who sanitised the 
church and assisted the team from St. Mary s. 

We wish all our Class of 2020 every success in their futures. 

School Marathon and other Fundraisers

Our now, Annual School Marathon has proven to be a hugely successful and exciting day for the 
children, and a wonderful fundraiser for the school. This year it was held on the 15th October and the 
children had the second best time, beating last year s time!  The Sponsorship Cards have been sent 
home in the schoolbags, one for each family, to hopefully get some sponsorship for each of our 
children who ran their part in the 42,195m on the day. So far over €5,500 has been returned, well   
done to all!!!

 

Happy to Help List

We are always looking for help!!! We know that all our 
parents have so many commitments and work 
pressures, but would love to help if they can, please 
contact your class rep if that person is you and we can 

add you to this list  thank you.

 

 

PA 
FUNDRAISING 
AND UPDATES

Other fundraisers (Clothes collection, Ladies 
Night, FunRun) are on hold at the moment but we will 
update you as soon as things change. And if you have any 

ideas for us we would love to hear them!!

Junior Infants

Welcome to our Junior Infants classes; on 
the right Ms Quirke and the left Ms 

O Halloran.  
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Communion

Our First Holy Communion families were also disappointed earlier this year as our Communion was 
postponed. This was then rescheduled to the 9th October, which almost got postponed again! 
However, thanks to the efforts of Fr Cahill, we were able to have a wonderful emergency celebration 
of First Holy Communion, on Tuesday evening October 6th in the Church of the Nativity, 
Johnstown.  A huge heartfelt thank you goes to Mr O Donoghue, Ms McGovern, Ms Donnellan and 
especially to  Fr Cahill for ensuring the children could celebrate Communion before moving to Level 3 
restrictions. The PA organized a videographer for the day who enabled a live streaming of the 
ceremony through the Lismullen NS PA Facebook page, where you can still view the ceremonies. The 
videos have been viewed nearly 900 times!!! A big thank you to our PA volunteers who sanitised the 
church after the ceremonies! Sadly, refreshment for our families after the Communion, one of 
our favourite celebratory days, was not possible this year, but very hard working Mums on the PA 
ensured the children had beautiful Communion cakes, balloons, and individual goodie bags for their 
school party in their class the following Friday!! Congratulations to all our Children.
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Lismullen NS Social Media

We would like to draw your attention to the Lismullen PA 
FaceBook page and the school website, www.lismullenns.ie, 
where we hope to keep you updated and informed 
throughout the year.

 

 

Buddy Benches

The PA have spoken about Buddy Benches for a while now, and this year we hope to finalize our 
plans. We want to support Mr.O Donoghue s policies on Anti-Bullying and Inclusivity on the school 
yard. The principle of the Buddy Bench, is that, it is a safe place for children to go to have a chat, to 
find a friend if feeling lonely, or just to take a break from the busy playtimes.

Outdoor Classroom

We also wish to provide picnic 
benches for an outdoor classroom! 
We hoped to work with our local 
Men s Shed but sadly this is not an 
option at the moment. The Men s 
Shed is unfortunately closed for 
the foreseeable under the current 
government guidelines. 
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Post Office

Unfortunately we are unable to have 
our Post Office Fridays this year under 
the current restrictions.  We are in the 
process of returning all the PO Books 
to our savers, and we hopefully we can 
continue the scheme next year.

Lismullen  Smart Phone Free  

Our SMARTPHONE FREE initiative was first 
discussed at last years AGM and as a result we 
invited Cyber Safety Ireland into all our senior 
classes to educate the children on the safe use of 
the internet.  We then canvassed our parents, and 
received overwhelming support to make our 
school a SMARTPHONE FREE School.  We 
understand that some of the children already 
have a smart phone, but we ask you to join 
with all our parents to ensure the children 
remain  smartphone free  until their Confirmation 
in sixth class. Accepting this initiative reduces the 
peer pressure on the children, and pressure on the 
parents, and Mr O  Donoghue confirms that 
negative issues relating to smartphones and social 
media is a serious ongoing threat to the children s 
mental wellbeing.

Carta Party

AS we start the school year, we would like to 
remind all our families that Lismullen NS is 
a  CARTA PARTY  school since 2018. CARTA is 
the Gaelic word for card and represents the 
principles of Care And Respect, Thanks 
and Acknowledgement.  It is a voluntary 
scheme, aimed at reducing the financial burden 
on our parents for birthdays etc., while re-
establishing the ethos and values traditionally 
associated with these occasions. We ask all our 
new parents to accept our CARTA Party 
initiative and we recommend that birthday, 
Communion, Confirmation and teacher 
presents is an agreed small sum of money, not 
more than €5.   When you are issuing the 
invites to your party we ask you please to 
indicate that the party is a CARTA Party.

                     Book Rental

We would like to thank everyone who worked so hard 
behind the scenes to ensure all our books and copies 
magically appeared in the classrooms, perfectly cleaned and 
covered! A special mention of appreciation goes to Joan 
Martin, Adele Bauman and Nicola Minnock for their 
dedication throughout the summer.

AGM Update

Due to COVID-19 it is currently not possible to hold a physical AGM. We hope that we will be able to 
so early in the new year, however if this is not possible the PA are currently investigating a plan for a 
virtual AGM. In the mean-time all our existing PA Officers and Class Reps wish to remain in their 
positions. We have also had two volunteers for class rep for Ms Quirke and Ms O Halloran s classes. 
We hope you will accept the continuation of the existing members of the PA and the election of the 
two JI positions, until we can hold an official AGM. 

PA Officers
Chairperson: Orla Maguire
Vice Chairperson: Sandra Anderson
Treasurer: Jenny Farrell
Secretary: Ruth Kerrigan
Communication Officer and Post Office:  Emma Jane 
Campbell O Brien
Book Rental: Joan Martin 
Culture and Arts: Deirdre Larkin
Health Advisor: Margaret Donnellan
Lismullen NS 10k 3k Run: Fergal O Flynn, Sandra 
Anderson  

Class Reps 
Junior Infants: Laura Mackarel
Junior Infants: Claire Kiernan
Senior Infants: Siobhan Gibbons
Senior Infants: Melissa Kelly
First Class: Roz Farrell
Second Class: Sinead Allen 
Second/Third Class: Eimear McGrane
Third Class: Naomi Mooney
Fourth Class: Emma Jane Campbell O Brien
Fifth Class: Suzanne Christie
Fifth Class: Sandra Anderson
Sixth Class:  Michelle Clarke 


